 Lesson Guide: Ecclesiology and Theology of the Laity
	Overview & Purpose of this Lesson: Ecclesiology and Theology of the Laity

Develop an understanding of the Church as proclaimed by the Second Vatican Council—Church as People of God, Church as Communion, Mission of Church.  Explore Conciliar and Post Conciliar documents and Papal documents relative to ecclesiology of communion and mission.  - Come to understand the theology and Spirituality of the Laity of Vatican II which emerges from this ecclesiology
	Scripture Readings: John 15: 1-5; Acts 2: 14-25, 37-42; Acts 8: 26-40; Acts 10: 44-48

Words of St Francis on topic: Rule of 1223, 1.

Ref: Rule article: 1,2, 6 and 22; Gen. Const. 6


	
	Formator Guide
	Participant Guide
	

	Objectives

1. Church as People of God

2. Church as communion emerging from Trinitarian communion  

3. Mission of the Church emerging from Mission of the Son and the Spirit  

4. Theology and Spirituality of the Laity grouinded in Baptism
	Formation guide and support materials

Master formation manual (CIOFS materials)

Power-point, 

Read required pages
	Participants should read related section in participant manual.
	Materials Needed

· Paper

· Pencil

· LCD projector and computer for Powerpoint 
· Optional—Videoplayer and monitor
· (optional-use one of suggested videos)  

	Information

1. Begin with a discussion of how our views of church have changed and evolved-- How role of laity has changed.
2. Presentation of content using Powerpoint.

3. Be sure to explore quotations in article referencing Conciliar documents
	See SFO Rule articles 1,2,6 and 22
Cf. Gen Const. article 6
	
	

	Verification

Dialogue and discussion

Reflection questions:
What does it mean to you to belong to the Church?

What are some of the descriptions of the Church that appeal to you from the reading in this chapter?

 i.e.People of God, Communion , Sacrament etc. Why?

How has this session changed your sense of being a lay person in the Church?
	
	
	Other Resources

See Bibliography of English language print resources at conclusion of article
Videos:

Baptism: Sacrament of Belonging, Franciscan Communications (15 min.)

The Faithful Revolution: Vatican II, Tape 4 of 5: A World Transformed.  RCL Publishers

	Activity

Write to or speak with your Pastor and reaffirm your commitment to your Baptism.
Prayer exercise

Using scripture readings listed above from Gospel of John and/or Acts, read a selected reading slowly three times (once for head, once for heart, once for gut), share its meaning to you in connection with your baptism and membership in the Church.
	
	
	

	Summary

Wrap-up based on presentation reinforcing any concerns surfaced in the discussion &/or questions
	Discuss results/key issues that surfaced with the formation team so next presented is aware and can tailor next lesson for better reception
	Assign next set of readings
	Additional Notes




