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Session 3   Humility   WE turn to OTHERS

Introduction:  This session takes us to the beginning of Francis’ conversation
Relationship is what humility is all about.

In the Circular Letter of John Corriveau, OFM Cap, the then Minister General on Oct. 4, 2003:

To be humble is to glory in the fact that we were created in love and redeemed through love in order to have a loving relationship with the Triune God who created and redeemed us, and with all creatures with whom we share life.

Francis entered into relationship with God . . . he put aside everything that stood in the way of this relationship.

Moved by the love of Christ, Francis realized that he was not alone in his search for God. God’s love could not be contained in Francis either.

Francs recognized his relationship with others because of his relationship with Christ.

We have to look no further than his encounter with the leper to know the truth of this.

Bonaventure recounts

True piety had so filled Francis’ heart that it lifted him up into God, transformed him into Christ, turned him to his neighbor and reconciled him with each thing, refashioning him to the state of innocence.              LM 8.1

Everything in creation became his brother and sister because they all had the same beginning. Christ was the Word through whom all of creation came into being. 

Sr. Ilia Delio reminds us that as Jesus is the Eternal and Incarnate Word of God, then each person or thing that exists can be considered a little “word” of God that speaks to us of God’s love and goodness.
· What can creation speak to us of God?

· What unique gift of God does the other bring to us?
What can creation speak to us of God?

What unique gift of God does the other bring to us?

Bonaventure taught that there are two books by which we cone to know God:  Scripture and Creation

Whoever, therefore, is not enlightened

by such splendor of created things

is blind;

whoever is not awakened by such outcries

is deaf;

whoever does not praise God because of all these effects

is dumb;

whoever does not discover the First Principle

from such clear signs is a fool.

Therefore, open your eyes,

alert the ears of your spirit, open your lips

and apply your heart

so that in all creatures you may

see, hear, praise, love and worship, glorify and honor

your God . . .


Itinerarium, 1.15


We are to be poor and humbled, turned always to the other, because God is humble and turned continually to us.

Our focus this session will be to encounter humility as we discover why We are called to turn to Others.
A God-centered life calls us to make room within ourselves 

to receive the Other (God) 

and go out and embrace others in love.



So we end where Francis began:  Kenosis

Bonaventure defines Kenosis of one’s self, not as an emptying of self but as a total self-giving.



              






Crucified Love, p. 107
We TURN to share God’s goodness and love with others because God first shared his goodness and love with us.

Looking to Our Rule

Before going on . . . 

Meditate on the words of each article.  
· Circle the particular word or phrase that speaks to you of ofhow are we called in our Rule to turn to others?

· What specifics are laid out for us?

· How does humility show itself in our turning to the other?

· Pick out words in the Rule that speak of humility, of our turning toward others
Article 11   Trusting the Father, Christ chose for Himself and His mother a poor and humble life, even though He valued created things attentively and lovingly. Let the Secular Franciscans seek a proper spirit of detachment from temporal goods by simplifying their own material needs. Let them be mindful that according to the gospel they are stewards of the goods received for the benefit of God's children. Thus, in the spirit of the Beatitudes, and as pilgrims and strangers on their way to the home of the Father, they should strive to purify their hearts from every tendency and yearning for possession and power.

Article 12   Witnessing to the good yet to come and obligated to acquire purity of heart because of the vocation they have embraced, they should set themselves free to love God and their brothers and sisters.

Article 13   As the Father sees in every person the features of his Son, the firstborn of many brothers and sisters, so the Secular Franciscans with a gentle and courteous spirit accept all people as a gift of the Lord and an image of Christ.  A sense of community will make them joyful and ready to place themselves on an equal basis with all people, especially with the lowly for whom they shall strive to create conditions of life worthy of people redeemed by Christ.

Article 14   Secular Franciscans, together with all people of good will, are called to build a more fraternal and evangelical world so that the kingdom of God may be brought about more effectively. Mindful that anyone "who follows Christ, the perfect man, becomes more of a man himself," let them exercise their responsibilities competently in the Christian spirit of service.

Article 15   Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by the testimony of their human lives and their courageous initiatives. Especially in the field of public life, they should make definite choices in harmony with their faith.

Article 16   Let them esteem work both as a gift and as a sharing in the creation, redemption, and service of the human community.

Article 17   In their family they should cultivate the Franciscan spirit of peace, fidelity, and respect for life, striving to make of it a sign of a world already renewed in Christ.  By living the grace of matrimony, husbands and wives in particular should bear witness in the world to the love of Christ for His Church. They should joyfully accompany their children on their human and spiritual journey by providing a simple and open Christian education and being attentive to the vocation of each child.

Article 18   Moreover they should respect all creatures, animate and inanimate, which "bear the imprint of the Most High," and they should strive to move from the temptation of exploiting creation to the Franciscan concept of universal kinship.

Article 19   Mindful that they are bearers of peace which must be built up unceasingly, they should seek out ways of unity and fraternal harmony through dialogue, trusting in the presence of the divine seed in everyone and in the transforming power of love and pardon. Messengers of perfect joy in every circumstance, they should strive to bring joy and hope to others. Since they are immersed in the resurrection of Christ, which gives true meaning to Sister Death, let them serenely tend toward the ultimate encounter with the Father.

Article 22   The local fraternity is to be established canonically. It becomes the basic unit of the whole Order and a visible sign of the Church, the community of love. This should be the privileged place for developing a sense of Church and the Franciscan vocation and for enlivening the apostolic life of its members.
Article 24   To foster communion among members, the council should organize regular and frequent meetings of the community as well as meeting with other Franciscan groups, especially with youth groups. It should adopt appropriate means for growth in Franciscan and ecclesial life and encourage everyone to a life of fraternity. The communion continues with deceased brothers and sisters through prayer for them.

EXAMEN

At the beginning of his conversion, Francis embraced the leper.  Who is a leper in your life?

To whom might you be a leper?

To which stranger did you offer a smile?

In which area of social justice are you actively involved?

Name one positive thing you did to benefit creation?

When was the last time you gave away something that had great meaning for you?
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