Core Four Session Two—What is Franciscan YouFra?

Begin the presentation by asking the group to share what their experiences with actual YouFra groups or youth and young adults has been. More than likely, they will not have had any experience, other than their own family. 
This is part of the reason for the fear of attempting to reach out to young people. Emphasize that their goal might not be to “start a YouFra.” (This is reiterated at the end of the slides) Instead, open by sharing that we are letting them know up front what YouFra entails so they have something to aim for.
This slide presentation doesn’t need a narrative manuscript, as it can be simply read slide by slide. Presenter may wish to make it more interesting by sharing a story, personal reflection or ad-libbing  now and then. For example:
Slide 6:
Some fraternities are being told by their parish priest that the certification isn’t necessary for Secular Franciscans. That is not true. To protect yourselves and to protect those you serve, you need to be willing to go through the certification process. Some fraternities have actually done this as a group just to be prepared and responsible.

Slide 7:
Each region, and in fact, each fraternity will be different. Depending on what youth are available to them, what already existing programs they would be able to participate occasionally with, what talents members have and what age level they are interested in. 
Some fraternities have shared that they have access to college students and are interested in presenting evenings of prayer or have invited them to join in social justice activities. One group offered to prepare all the meals at their parish confirmation retreat and were asked to share a 15 minute talk about St. Francis. Whereas others want to work with elementary age children because they are more comfortable with that. 


